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RULES AND CONSTITUTION
of the
ASSOCIATION OF

Municipal Electrical Engineers
(UNION oF SOUTH AFRICA AND RHODESIA.)

As submitted and passed by the full Meeting of the
Association held at the Town Hall, Johannesburg, on
Friday, 19th November, 1915 with amendments as
submitted and passed at the Durban, Port Elizabeth,
retoria and Johannesburg Conventions

1. TITLE.—The Association Shﬂll be called
A of Municipal Electrical
(Umnn of South Africa and R}mdesm)

2. OBJECTS.—The objects of the Associ-
ation are to promote the interests of Municipal
electrical undertakings.

3. HONOURARY MEMBERS. shall be dis-

tinguished persons who are or who have been

with Municipal electrical

undertakings, and who the Association especially

desires to honour for exceptionally important set-
vices in connection therewith.

4. MEMBERS.—Members of the Associ-
ation shall be Chief Electrical Engineers engaged
on the permanent staff of an electric supply or
tramway undertaking owned by a local authority
in the Union of South Africa or Rhodesia, and any
duly qualified assistants whom they may recom-
mend for election. Should any member cease to
hold his qualification, as above, his membership
shall cease.

5. ASSOCIATE MEMBERS.—Any member
resigning under Rule 4 shall be entitled to apply
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for election as an associate member. Associate
members shall not be entitled to vote on matters
affecting the conduct and management of the As-
sociation, nor to hold office, but otherwise shall
be accorded the privileges of ordinary member-
ship. The Council shall have power to elect as
an Associate Member any person in the employ
of the Victoria Falls Power Co., or the Electricity
Supply Commission, who may be engaged in the
public supply of electricity to Municipal bodies.

6. CONTRIBUTIONS.— The membership
subseription for Chief Engineers and their Chief
Assistants shall be £2 2s. For other members
£1 1s. Any member elected within six months
after the Annual Congress shall pay the full sub-
scription for the year, and if elected six months
after the Congress shall pay half subscription.

7. OFFICERS.—The Officers of the Associ-
ation shall consist of President, Vice-President,
Secretary and Treasurer.

8. COUNCIL.—The Couneil shall consist of
the President, Vice-President, the two immediate
Past Presidents and four members to be elected
at the Annual Congress.

9. ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COUN-
CIL.—Officers and members of Council shall be
elected by norhination and ballot at the Annual
Congress, and shall hold office until the next
Congress. In the event of a vacancy occurring
during the year the remaining members shall have
power to appoint a member to fill the vacancy.

10. All those who attended the Congress in
Johannesburg in November, 1915, shall ipso facto
be members of the Association.
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11. ELECTION OF FUTURE MEMBERS.
—The election of future members of the Associ-
ation shall be vested in the Council and applica-
tions for membership must be made on the pre-
seribed form.

12. ‘The affairs of the Association shall be
managed by the Council, who shall have power to
incur any expenditure necessary for the objects
of the Association.

13. The voting of the Congress shall be re-
stricted to the members present at such Congress.

14. The financial year of the Association
shall terminate on the first day of the Annual Con-
gress, at which date all subscriptions for the en-
suing year become due, and no member will be
allowed to vote whose subscription is in arrear.

15. PRESIDENT.—The President shall take
the chair at all meetings of the Association, the
Council, and the Committees, at which he is pres-
ent, and shall regulate and keep order in the pro-
ceedings,

16. In the absence of the President, it shall
be the duty of the Vice-President to preside at
the meeting of the Association, and to regulate
and keep order in the proceedings. But in the
case of the absence of the President, and of the
Vice-President, the meeting may eleet any member
of the Council, or in the case of their absence any
member present to take the chair at the meeting.

17.  The local Press of the town in which the
Congress is held shall be notified of the time and
date of the readings of all papers, but the Associ-
ation shall reserve to itself the right to resolve it-
self into Committee at any time during its pro-
ceedings; moreover, it shall be competent for any
member to have his paper read and discussed in
Committee if he so desires.
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18. The Secretary and the Treasurer shall
present a yearly report on the state of the Associ-
ation, which shall be read at the Annual Congress.

19. The Treasurer shall be responsible for
the funds of the Association, and shall present a
Balance Sheet at the Annual Congress.

191



Twelfth Conwvention
SALISBURY.

PROGRAMME OF PROCEEDINGS.

THURSDAY, 13th SEPTEMBER, 1934,

9.30 a.m._Meeting of Council, Meikle's Hotel,

1000 a.m—Reg'stration, issue of Programmes, etc

10.30 a.m.—Official Opening of Convention by His Wor-
ship the Mayor of Salisbury (Councillor

! Leslic B. Fereday)

11.00 a.m.—Annual General Meeting.

(Municipal Delegates and Visitors may
attend, but only Members are entitled to
ote).

AGENDA :
Annual Report of Honorary Secretary and Treasurer.
Election of President.
Valedictory Address by Retiring Pres‘dent,
Election of Secretary and Treasurer, and Officers.
The following are the ret'ring Officérs and Couneil:

pEe

President :
L. F. Bickell, Port Elizabeth.
YVice-President :
A. R. Metelerkamp, Bulawayo.

Past Presidents :
L. L. Horrell, Pretoria.
R. Macaulay, Bloemfontein.
Other Members.
G. H. Swingler, Cape Town.
J. H. Gyles, Durban.
A. Rodwell, Johannesburg
T. Millar, Harrism'th.
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5. Place of meeting of next Convention.
6. Presidential Address.
7. Discussion thereon.

2.30 pam.—Paper by Mr. G. H. Swingler (Cape Town)
on“The Development of Domestic Load in
Cape Town.”
Discussion thereon.

5 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.—Exhibition of film at Prince’s Kine-
ma showng various works and processes
the manufacture of electric cables, ete. (By
courtesy of Prince’s Kinema and the exhibit-
ors, British Insulated Cables (S.A.), Ltd.)
Sundowners at invitation of His Worship the
Mayor and Councillors of Salisbury.

FRIDAY, 14th SEPTEMBER,1934.

8.30 to 9.80 a.m.—Meeting of Council, Meikle's Hotel.

9.30 Lm,——Ofﬁdal Photograph. To be taken in front of
e New Municipal Offices.
10.00 am —Paper by Mr. B. Tubb (Salisbury): “Notes
on Gaseous Discharge Lamps.”
Discussion thereon.

11.00 a.m.—~Paper by Mr .! Clinton (Salisbury): “Ther-
mal Stor
Discussion merenn.

2.30 p.m.—Paper by Mr. J. R. Bruce: “A Short Descrip-
tion of Salisbury Wireless Station.”
Discussion thereon,

3.30 p.m.—Visit to Beam Wireless Station at Salisbury
and to the Salisbury Mun'cipal Power Station.
Tea will be served at the Power Station.

$.15 p.m.—Guests of the Council at the Palace Theatre,
alisbury
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SATURDAY, 15th SEPTMBER, 1934,

8.80 to 9.30 a.m.__Meeting of Council, Meikle's Hotel.

9.30 am.—Paper by Mr. I J.. Nicholas (Umtata):
“Electrical Development in a Small Town due
to Low Tariffs, yet remote from Coal Fields
and Industries.”

Discussion thereon.

11.00 am.—Paper by Mr. J. W. Phillips (Bulawayo):
“The Bulawayo Municipal Electricity Under:
taking.’
Discussion thereon.

230 p.m.—Visit to Prince Edward Dam,
‘ea will be served at the Dam.

730 p.m—Guests of the Council at Civie Dinner and
Dance (Meikle's Hotel),

SUNDAY, 16th SEPTEMBER, 1934,

This day may be utilised by Members and Delegates at
their discretion for golf, tennis, ete. Motor trips to the
Mazoe Dam and Mermaid’s Pool will be arranged for the
visitors who so desire,

MONDAY, 17th SEPTEMBER, 1934.

8.30 a.m.—Meeting of Council, Meikle’s Hotel.

9.30 a.m.—Demonstration and paper by Mr. E. Jepheott:
“The Interference of Flectrical Plant with
Wireless Reception.”
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11.30 a.m.—Consideration and discussion on the subject
of Model Regulations.” Introduced by Mr.
G. H. Swingler (Cape Town).

200 pm~Cnnmderaum and discussion on “Amalga-
mation and Affiliation with the LM.E.A. of
Great Britain." Introduced by Mr. G. H.
Swingler (Cape Town).

830 pm.—Paper by Mr. H, J. Relihan (Paarl): Rural
Distribution.’
Discussion thereon.
General Business.

BULAWAYO.
TUESDAY, 18th SEPTEMBER, 1934.

1140 am.—Arrive Bulawayo. ¢
12.45 p.m.—Leave Grand Hotel—visit to Matopo.

130 pm—Lunch at Matopo. Guests of His Worship
the Mayor and Councillors of Bulawayo.

4.30 pm__Tea and sundowners, Municipal Swimming

Baths, by invitation of His Worship the Mnyor
and Councillors of Bulawayo.

'WEDNESDAY, 19th SEPTEMBER, 1934.

9.30 a.m—Vis't to Bulawayo Municipal Power Station.
11.00 a.m.—Train leaves for Victoria Falls.
1230 p.m.—Train leaves for Union.
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PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

Twelfth Convention

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER, 13th, 1934.

INTRODUCTORY.

The Twelfth Convention of the Association of
Municipal Electrical Engineers (Union of South
Africa and Rhodesia) was opened in the Private
Lounge, Meikle’s Hotel, Salisbury, Southern Rho-
desia, on Thursday, Sepnember 18, 1934, and was
attended by 25 Members, 20 Councillor Delegatee
and 37 visitors.

Mr. L. L. Horrell (Pretoria) (in the Chair): We
are here this morning to start our twelfth Con-
vention of the Association, and Mr. Fereday, the
Mayor of Salisbury, has kindly consented to wel-
come us to Salisbury, and T will now ask him to
say a few words to us.

CIVIC WELCOME.

His Worship the Mx) or of Sal.lsbury (Councillor
Leslie Fereday) s: Mr. President, Ladies
and Gentlemen, lt ls with real pleBsure that
on behalf of the citizens of Salisbury, I wel-
come you delegates to this Convention to our
town. We members of the Salisbury Town Coun-
cil are pleased to greet the delegates at this your
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Twelfth Convention. This is the first time that
your Association has held its Convention outside
the borders of the Union of South Africa. We are
conscious of the significance and the importance
of this decision of yours to hold your convention
in Salisbury, and we realise the magnitude of the
honour conferred upon Rhodesia in general and
upon Salisbury in particular.

For some years past we have sent our Electrical
Engineer and Councillor delegates to attend your
Convention at various towns in the Union, so that
to-day Salisbury appreciates the opportunity of
reciprocating in some measure for the splendid

itality which our i have en-
joyed in the past elsewhere. We realise in Salis-
bury that much as we love our town, it is a very
small town and we know that the holding of this
Convention in our midst must bring great benefit
to us. The visit of such able men, representing
the bigger towns of the Union, must bring with
it a great benefit to Salisbury, and we very much
appreciate this. We realise that we have a lot to
learn from the bigger towns in the Union, and we,
in Salisbury, regard as a most satisfactory feature
the fact of your having decided to hold your Con-
vention here, because surely a meeting of repre-
sentatives from all parts of the Union with those
of us who live in Rhodesia must contribute to-
wards a better understanding between  the two
territories, and I trust that it will strengthen the
bonds of brotherhood to the benefit of all. (Hear,
hear). I think I am right in saying that every
Municipal Electrical Engineer that we have had in
Salisbury has come to us from the Union of South
Africa, and on that score our thanks are due to
you and to the Union. I think I must mention in
this connection, if I may be excused, your Presi-
dent Elect, Mr. Metelerkamp. (Applause). Mr.
Metelerkamp came to us about four years ago as
our Electrical Engineer, and he has now been ap-
pointed as the Electrical Engineer at Bulawayo.
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Every citizen of Salisbury will agree with me
when I say that we in Salisbury owe a great deal
to the services which we have received at the
hands of your President Elect. (Applause.)

1 should like to compliment this Convention up-
on the choice of its new President. I hope that,
under his able guidance, his enthusiasm and ener-
gy, this Convention will be an outstanding success.
You will understand that whilst our welcome to
all the delegates is sincere and cordial, our wel-
come to your President Elect is a “peak load” wel-
come. (Applause.)

In conclusion, I trust that every delegate here
will have reason to remember this Convention as
a very happy event. On the business and effici-
ency side of the Convention I trust that it will be
an outstanding success.

I have pleasure now in declaring this, the
Twelfth Convention of the Association of Munici-
pal Electrical Engineers, duly open. Applause).

REPLY TO CIVIC WELCOME.

The Chairman (Mr. L. L. Horrell) :  Mr. Mayor,
Ladies and Gentlemen,—I thank you, Sir, on be-
half of the members present for your very cordial
welcome here this morning. I can assure you,
that we have all looked forward to this visit to
Rhodesia and in some ways felt we knew the
country even before we came here, for at the last
meeting at Port Elizabeth we had two worthy
representatives of Rhodesia present, each v:
with the other in extending a kindly invitation i
visit Rhodesia. Well, Sir, we really did not know
which invitation to accept. ¥ think I am
in saying that Bulawayo believes that it has ths
finest swimming bath in the world. It certainly
has beautiful, broad avenues and streets and,
above all, it claims to have the best sanitary ar-
rangements in the world. (Laughter). In regard
to Salisbury I think it was mentioned, naturally,
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that it is the Capital of Rhodesia, and I can under-
stand your happy position. I come from Pretoria
and I know a little suburb called Johannesburg,
(Laughter), so I can quite understand your feeling
towards Bulawayo.

With reference to our President Elect I would
like to congratulate him on the way in which he
has 1 your
have some figures here for the four years, 1929
to 1982, which are outstanding. In 1929 the units
sold amounted to 1,500,000, while in 1933 they
were just on 5,000,000. The annual expenditure
in 1929 was £33,000, as compared with £37,000
in 1938. The cost per unit fell from 5d. in 1929
to 1.8d. in 1933 which, I think, is a laudable
achievement, and the surp\us was £31 in 1929 as
against £10,000 in 1933.

Mr. Mayor, I thank you again for the cordiality
of your welcome. (Applause).

WELCOME TO VISITORS.

The Chairman : Before proceeding further, I

should like to extend a hearty welcome to our visi-

. We have the Mayor and members of the
Town Council of Salisbury, representatives of
Government Departments in the Union and Rho-
desia, members of the Electricity Supply Commis-
sion and the S.A. Institute of Electrical Engineers
and representatives of the various Commercial
firms. We welcome you all most heartily, Gentle-
men, and trust that you will be able to remain with
us throughout the whole of the convention.
(Applause).

MINUTES OF LAST PROCEEDINGS.

The Chairman : The next item is the confir-
mation of the Minutes of the last proceedings. I
would ask someone to move that they be adopted
as reported in the Journal.
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Mr. Rodwell: I move that the minutes be taken
as read and adopted.

Mr. W. Houreld : T second the motion.

Agreed to.

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT.

The Chairman : The next item is the election
of the incoming President. It is my pleasant duty
to nominate Mr. Metelerkamp as President of the
Association. (Applause). We have watched with
interest his successful career during the past few
years and believe that he will maintain and ad-
vance the prestige of our Association. I have
therefore great pleaure in moving that Mr. Metel-
erkamp be elected as our President for the ensu-
ing year. (Applause).

Mr. G. G. Ewer (Pietermaritzburg): I have
pleasure in seconding the motion.

There being no further nominations, Mr.
Metelerkamp was unanimously elected as Presi-
dent.

An adjournment was then made for tea, after
which a few general announcements were made
by the newly elected President who then took the

air.

TWELFTH REPORT AND BALANCE SHEET.

Mr. F. J. Lovatt (Convention Secretary) then
read the Twelfth Report and Balance sheet, ax
follows :—

Thc Balance Sheet was ;mmed at the mnlmx on Mau~
day, September 17th but is included here for convenience
together with the resulting resolution,
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TWELFTH REPORT AND BALANCE SHEET OF THE
ASSOC'N. OF MUNICIPAL ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS
FOR THE PERIOD ENDING &th SEPTEMBER, 1934,

Mr. President and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present herewith the
Twelfth Report and Balance Sheet, covering the
work of the Association since the date of the last
(Port Elizabeth) Convention.

MEMBERSHIP :

The Membership of the Association as at the
date of the last report, and as at present existing,
is set out hereunder :

Last Roport,  Presant Report.
Honorary Members 3

o R - 65 69

Associate Members ... 12 11
Total by Lo Gt 8
RETIREMENTS : (o 5

The only retirement from Municipal Service that
has come to the writer’s notice is that of Mr, A. R.
Campbell, late of Springs, Transvaal, Mr. Camp-
bell has not yet intimated whether he wishes to
retain contact with the Association as an Associate
Member.

RESIGNATIONS :

Two resignations from the Association have
been officialy received, viz, that of Mr. W. F.
Bower, late of Innesdale, and also Mr. Julian
Vowles of Kingwilliamstown.

NEW MEMBERS :

T am pleased to be able to report the election of
eight new Members, and would also advise that
four further applications for Membership have
been received, but the Application Forms have
not been returned in time for these elections to be
confirmed by your Council.

SECRETARIAL :

The question of the Secretarial work of the

Association has been dealt with in the form of a
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for the i ion of
the Council and will no doubt be reported upon to
the Convention.
FINANCIAL :

The financial position of the Association may,
1 think, be considered very satisfactory. In accor-
dance with the resolution of the last Convention
a sum of £200 has been invested in Union Loan
Certificates which on maturity in 10 years from
date of issue will yield £300. The accumulated
Funds standing to the credit of the Association
at the Bank as at the 4th September are reflected
in the Balance Sheet.

In this connection it must be borne in mind
that the Subscription rate was amended at the last
Convention, which resulted in a slightly lower re-
turn from this source.

1t is unfortunate that the support afforded to
the Association by the purchase of the Proceedings
has not been maintained at quite the level of prey-
ious years, and Members are urged to induce their
Councils to purchase sufficient copies to render
them available to every member of the respective
Committee, if not the full Council.

1 should like to mention here that there are still
a number of copies of the 11th Convention Pro-
ceedings available at the nominal charge of 5/-
per copy.

OUTSTANDING ACCOUNTS :

There are unfortunately a number of out-
standing subscriptions, and whilst it is confidently
expected that some, at least, will be collected,
there are some owing by members whose
addresses are unknown, and whom it is impossible
to trace; these will, no doubt, receive the con-
sideration of the Council.

It should be pointed out that the delayed pay-
ment of dues involves the Association in unnecess-
ary expenditure and adds very considerably to the
duties and worries of the Secretary. Members
are earnestly requested to reduce as far as possible
the amount shown in the Balance Sheet under
Sundry Debtors.
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MEMBERSHIP :

I would commend to the earnest consideration
of the new Council the question of so amending
the Constitution as to widen the scope of member-
ship, if at all possible, to bring in more of the
senior Technical Officials of Electricity Supply
Undertakings. The Chief Engineers might use
their influence towards inducing members of their
staffs to take an active interest in the affairs of
the Association.

OFFICIAL JOURNAL: S.A. Electrical Review & Engineer.
The advantages offered by the Official Journal
of the Association as a medium of keeping in con-
tact with the general body of members and of
letting it be known what is happening in your
own particular area, do not appear to be fully
appreciated by members. The benefits to be ob-
{ained from the more advantageous use of this
journal cannot be too strongly emphasised.

With the submission of this report my period of
office, as Honorary Secretary and Treasurer, i3
terminated.

I cannot, however, allow the occasion to pass
without expressing my appreciation of the ready
and willing assistance so freely rendered by mem-
bers of the Council at all times; in particular T
would mention Mr. L. L. Horrell who has been
a very present help in times of trouble and diffi-
culty.

My duties have at times been onerous, and the
conditions under which they have been carried
out somewhat peculiar, but I crave your in-
dulgence for sins of omission and commission.

I shall look back on my period of office as one
of very pleasant memories of friendliness and
kinship with Fellow Engineers.

I am, Mr. President and Gentlemen,
Yours faithfully,
PERCY PERROW,
Honorary Sesrstary and Treasurar.
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(Union of South Africa and Rhodesi
REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE PERIOD
28th FEBRUARY, 1933, to 4th SEPTEMBER, 1934.

THE ASSOCIATION OF MUNICIPAL ELECI'RICAL ENGINEERS.
ia).

PENDITURE. REVENUE.
To Expenses at Port Ehznbethf B ek d Fimod A e
s d By Subscriptions—
Printing ... m 40 Collected 123 18 0
Reporter . 1813 4 Outstanding .. 26 5 0
== B e SRl SR
" Ef,‘:;:ﬁmmhsm“‘“g’f 108 4 81 . By sale of Proceedings—
" Statistical Tables 20 0 0 Collected ... .. 46 5 0
" Bank Charges (less collected) 3 6 0 Outstanding 310 0
" Sundry Printing, stationery, etc. 915 0 e 4915 0
“ E:;Eezhon Photographs .. . 19 4 0| , Advertisements 30 17
il 513 10
" 'W.W. Pittaway, late Actg. Hon. 2 DAL B L2l
Sec. and Treas. Secretarial ,» By Statistical Tables—
Expenses .. .. 614 0 Collected ... 10 0 0
Honorariums 200 Outstanding 5 0
st 814 0 e e



To Wreath 1T
, S.A. National Committee World
Power Conference 500
, Secretarial Expenses— £ s. d.
1 2
- s B i £
Rail and Transport
Charges .. .. 21611
Sundry ... .. - 19 6
— 21 9 2
£245 12 10
,» Balance, being excess
of Revenue over
Expenditure . 51 5 3
£296 18 1

£ s
By Convention Photographs—
Collected 15 15
Outstanding 112
» IMEA. Repom_
Collected 6 18
Outstanding 6

oo

17 7 6

£296 18 1



BALANCE SHEET AS AT 4th SEPTEMBER, 1934.

et de b tments, hase of £300 o o

By Subscription in advance e 1.1, 0 y investments, purchase of g3 =

el s e 09 6 Union Loan Certifeate for .. 200 0 0
" Accumulated Fund as at 28th » ‘cgshu’:fpi‘:‘;wd - 125 3 1
February, 1933 2 Z0¢ 41 | ot T

Excess Revenue 51 5 3 T

,» Cash inhand . : 160051

» Sundry Debtors 3118 0

L £342 19 10 £342 19 10

F. A. P. PERROW, AM,LEE,
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer.
1 have examined the books of the Association and I certify that the above Revenue and Ex-
penditure Account and Balance Sheet are properly drawn up so as to exhibit a correct view of the
affairs of the Association as shewn by the Book s and Audited Statement.

D. R. SAMUEL,
11th September, 1934. Chartered Accountant (S.A.).



Mr. Rodwell (Johannesburg: I have much pleas-
ure in moving the adoption of the revenue and ex-
penditure account and balance sheet. In doing so
1 should like to pay a tribute to the Secretary, Mr-
Perrow, and to the work he has put in not only
in connection with the Balance Sheet but also in
connection with the large amount of work under-
taken during the year.

Mr. Horrell (Pretoria): I have great pleasure
in seconding the motion. I know that Mr. Perrow
has had a difficult time this year, and our thanks
are due to him for carrying us forward to this
position.

The motion was agreed to.

APOLOGIES.

The Chairman stated that the following apol-
ogies for absence from this Convention had been
received, together with messages expressing the
hope that the Convention would be a suceess :—

"The Mayor (Bulawayo). T. Millar (Harrismith).
Town Clerk (Umtali) F. A. Perrow

J. Roberts (Durban) (Port Elizabeth).
E. Poole (Durban). G. A. Stewart

F. C. D. Mann (Worcester). (Johannesburg)-

L. B. Sparks (Pietersburg). F. E. Syers (Kroonstad).
J. Tverach (Grahamstown). H. Bahr (Klerksdorp)

The President (Mr. A. R. Metelerkamp) then
delivered his Presidential address as follows :—

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

A. R. METELERKAMP.
TOWN ELECTRICAL ENGINEER, BULAWAYO.

1 wish to express my thanks and appreciation
of the honour you have conferred upon me, and
through me to the Towns of Southern Rhodesia.
My election as President is due to the gesture
of goodwill of the Association in deciding to