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It is a great pleasure for me
to be able to greet you
through this 75th Comme-
morative Newsletter, part-
icularly because it comes /
shortly after our very recent '
23rd Technical Convention
and also, because it will reach
you shortly before the 2011
Festive season,

In the first place let me say that
when the first newsletter was publish-
ed in March 1987, [ was still on the
conveyor belt at the University of
Stellenbosch!

I have been given to understand
that it was started because at that time
the AMEU Executive felt that the Ass-
ociations activities would be enhanced
by having some kind of ‘image’ to
show to the membership and the ind-
ustry in general.

The fact that Exco has seen fit to
continue funding its production for
nearly 25 years is indicative of the
value placed on the newsletter. That it
has always enjoyed support from our
affiliate members by way of advertise-
ments and articles published from time
to time has been much appreciated not
only as it has assisted in covering
some of the costs, but also indicative
for me of the value that our commerc-
ial colleagues have placed on it as a
medium of exchanging information,
ideas and news between our diverse
membership.

Secondly, allow me to express my
appreciation to all those who attended
out recent Convention, and to

MICHAEL RHODE

thank the organizing com-
mittee, our host city Cape
Town and the Affiliates
for their efforts and sup-
port without which such
a gathering simply could
not have taken place.

I sincerely hope that all
delegates gained some know-
: ledge from the papers, the tech-
nical exhibition, the general program
and the networking that forms an
integral part of the activities, and that
you will be able to *survive the energy
challenges’ in your local environments
with the assistance of some of the
technology to which yvou were exposed
during the three-day period.

Many readers will know that
the 2012 Convention will be held in
Ekurhuleni, the home of long-time
member of the AMEU and member of
the Executive Council, President-elect
Hannes Roos.

At the time of writing the date
and venue details have not been fixed
but these are being addressed and will
be communicated to the membership in
the very near future,

Finally, allow me to wish you
all a very Blessed Christmas and a
Happy Festive Season.

May you all enjoy a relaxed
and incident free holiday period.and
return to-yeur posts in the new vear
invigorated, renewed and ready to
face the challenges that 2012 will
surely bring.

God bless you all.

Mackael 1 Rbode
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KEN ROBSON (1975-77)

hardly an everyday occurrence it was
thought te be appropriate to find as
many Past Presidents of the AMEU as
possible and invite them to jot down a few
thoughts on what their experiences and
feelings have been these past 25 years, and
how AMEU News has fitted into their lives
The oldest surviving Past President
is Mr. Ken Robson, retired City Electrical
Engineer of East London, who was a
member of the AMEU Exco when the de-
cision was taken to “publish a newsletter’
He retired in Oct., 1987 and lives in
East London. Here are his thoughts...

! S THE 75th issuwe of any newsletter is

“Remembering with gratitude the
Ist edition of AMEU News, published in
March 1987, it is my privilege to cele-
brate with fellow members of a proud
stitution, the AMEL - the impressive
history of its recent years recorded
under the distinguished editorship of
Max Clarke.”

Examples of 11KV switchgear

damaged to remove copper

NETWORK NEWS

METSIMAHOLO

able and copper theft in

the Free State's Sasolburg

Areqa has recently been
taken fo a new level with the
vandalising of two substations
and the theft of hundreds of

“The achievements in Southern
Africa of the Association have been
impressive in the fields of electrical eng-
ineering, the development of the count-
ry's municipal electricity undertakings,
their management and training. These, I
believe. have made the AMEU preemin-
ent among local government bodies.™

“In all these developments
the AMEU News has held high
the obligations enshrined in
the objectives and purposes
of the AMEU.™

“Words written some years
ago by a Past President of the USA
still have relevance today,

“It is one thing to have an idea. It is
another thing to have an idea at the
right time. And it is still another thing
to be the kind of man whe can make an
idea work."

“Max Clarke, one of the rare elect
group of Electrical Engineers/Editors, is
that kind of man. He has served with
diligence and a high sense of duty. The

meters of cable.

The cable and copper theft
took place in the township areas
of Leifrim and Gortin and the
copper thieves vandalized two
11kV substations to such an

words preserved on the pages of the 75
editions of AMEU News are his legacy.”
“A founding member of the Cape
Eastern Branch and Honorary Member
of the Class of 1989 of the AMEU, he
made his mark in the electricity supply
industry of Southern Africa in the East-
ern Cape - firstly with Eskom and
thereafter as the Town Electric-
al Engineer of Somerset East.
~ “Finally, perceptive & inspir-
ing words which define the
central belief of Jean Monnet,
of whom it was said, he was chief
among the fathers of the European Com-
munity-*‘Nothing is possible without men;
nothing is lasting without institutions.”.”
“0Of such were Editor, Max Clarke
and AMEU News. They are deserving
of praise and appreciation of all AMEU
Members, Past Members, Councillors
and Affiliates.”

“(ireetings”™
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extent that the electricity in the
area was off for more than a day
and repair costs ran to approxi-
mately R750 000,

This situation puts pressure on
the staff to keep the delivery of
services going, which sometimes
leads to having to make unusual
*short cut” decisions just to keep
the electicity on.

To be an engineer in the
municipal environment foday is
not easy...particularly when these
substations were not even broken
into but were locked afterwards!

CHARLES ADAMS (1991-1993)

Charles Adams writes
from Port Elizabeth....

“How time flies! When Max Clarke
phoned to ask for a short comment
on the 75th anniversary of publish-
ing the Newsletter, | was astounded
that it had been produced for so
long™.

“I must truly congratulate
the Executive Committee of
that time for their initiative

in starting it, and in parti-
Cular, Max for having the
courage to take on the editing.”

“When I was still working [
always looked forward to its arrival
to get news of what was happening
in other municipalities, what exten-

The cable theft also shows
that the thieves knew what they

were doing, and were clearly not

afraid of the community who
could easily have raised an
alam.

In one case the cable was
covered with concrete, but the
thieves merely dug down next to
the covering and pulled the
cable out sideways from under-
neath.

The replacement costs ran to
some R1,3m.

Cable trenches which were opened and from which the cable had been stolen

sions were being made, and also
news of colleagues and friends.
I am sure that it also enhanced the
image of the AMEU.”

“In my time as President the
AMEU became very involved in the
national discussions on restructuring
the Distribution industry, and much
was written in the newsletter to keep
members up to date. Sadly the idea
of REDS has now been scrapped.”

“1 still enjoy reading each issue
to keep track on developments, but
lately I have been sad to
read the obituaries of

old friends.”

“Keep up the good

work Max, and long
may the Newsletter
continue.”
“ Best wishes!"™

Charles CNdami

Double-wheel trick marks
next to the excavarted cable trench
showing the efficiency with which
the thieves carvied out their work
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Howard Whitehead (1991-93)

EEP GOING!

Congratulations to Max Clarke

and the AMEU on producing the
75th publication of *AMEU News'.

“Owver the past 25 years they have
produced a quality magazine, which has
done our association proud.”

“It has kept members and the
industry informed and up to date on
relevant happenings and challenges
we face.”

“We would have been so much the
poorer knowledge-wise without 1t.”

“It 15 always informative having a
good balance between people, techni-
cal and political coverage.”

“In my view, it also contributes
hugely to the continuity of our Branch-
es and the Affiliates committee. I al-
ways enjoy Max's challenges to our
members but particularly his challen-

positive one and we congratulate the institution
in a challenging envircnment.

ple yet innovative sealing solutions for all metering

Tel: +2711 397-2508
Fax: #2711 387-1816

Claudia: +2782 77 88 699
claudia@integritycontrol.co.za

www.integritycontrol.co.za

Congratulations to
Integrity Control Systems on the
arrival of their new BOSS!

ges and insights into the goings on in
and around Eskom our supplier.”

“It's a great pity that these warnings
and challenges have not always been
heeded, as I am sure the industry would
have been better off and we would have
been paying less for electricity today.”

“Years were spent documen-

ting the progress of the EDI
restructuring initiative in the
magazine, how the AMEU
and its Executive devoted as
much time and more, engag-
ing in the process; which re-
grettably came to naught, in
spite of this immense effort.”
“I am of the opinion that
this failure to restructure was pri-
marily due to unsettled turf wars!”

“What a shame that the best
interests of the customer were not taken
more into account.”

“I cannot think of a single topic that
has not been dealt with by Max includ-
ing renewables, NERSA, tariffs, safety,
accidents, new developments to
mention a few.”

..meet Alexa!
Well done Claudia!

* Let's consider the effort behind
such a publication. Any reader who has
been involved in the production of any
form of publication will know that it
requires dedication, tenacity and pati-
ence, not to mention skill and intelli-
gence. Trying to get authors to produce
articles or even summaries, let
alone on time, to meet deadlines
can lead to stress and some-

times panic, but Max is

always cool, calm and

collected _..with a srile.”

“The way he tackles this

work, which he clearly enjoys,
belies his age: many a reader
may not know that he started this
Project at the age of 60!
*Well done and once more congrat-
ulations, we are very grateful. Keep up
the good work; we look forward to
Many more issues in the future, cover-
ing topical matters of the day.”

Foward Whiteheat
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Uniquely numbered seals
help detect meter violation
& assist authorities to
recover revenue

ICS - exclusive supplier of innovative,
numbered & bar-coded seals for all
utility applications

Specialist field expertise enables us to
consult on seal management systems
and practical implementation solutions.
South African & African distributorship

Member of the
AMEU, SARPA, PIESA & IURPA

INTEGRITY CONTROL
SYSTEMS (PTY) LTD

Tel: +27 11 397 2508

Fax: +27 11 397 1916
Claudia: +27 82 778 8699
claudia@integritycontrol.co.za

Seal the
difference... www.integritycontrol.co.za




NETWORK [ oo

been received that the supply to
the Boxer Shopping centre in the
town has been completed at an app-

NEWS...

work is in progress on an 11kV

Roximate cost of R0,6m and

ring main system.

In the Wilfred Street resid-
ential area an 11kV ring main
system has also been com-
pleted.

A typical il insulated ring
main unit installed in the
Melmaoth residential areas.

The team working at the Wilfred Street
praoject in Melmaoth.

UMLALAZI
MUNICIPALITY

EWS

from the Eshowe Area

of KwaZulu, Natal is that
they are upgrading all maximum
demand meters in the town -
[about 50 are involved] and are
busy with the electrification of

the first phase of a new industrial
area.

A new mortuary to serve a
vast area in and around uMlalazi
has also been completed, and the
supply was provided at a cost
about R0O.75m.

JAN MALAN (1995-97)

AS President of the AMEU in 1995, [
Remember the first meeting of the
new Publicity Commuittee.. . Max Clarke
requested to be released as Editor of
AMEU News! This came as a shock as
he was doing such a fine job and, as we
were in the midst of a dynamic research
and consultation process with the EDI
Stakeholders on restructuring of the
industry, we needed accurate and in-
depth reporting to our members on a
regular basis.”

“We had a discussion and somehow,

I must have addressed his conscience, as
his request was not repeated for the next
two vears, I'm sure he probably had
similar requests to subsequent Presidents
with obvious similar results!™
*“'If it ain’t broke don't fix it' is the

success story of AMEU News under
Max, which he enjoys, albeit to the detri-
ment of his and Eileen's private and

privileged freedom.”

“He is synonymous with the news-
letter, having taken charge as first Editor
m 1987, whle still Electrical Engineer
of Randburg.”

“The Publication always served its
readers well with interesting articles on
industry news around the country, some-
times with well-meant and to the point
criticism of certain ESKOM Bus-
iness practices over the years
when it was appropriate™

“The recent media report
that Eskom made substantial
Profit during the past finan-
cial year, yet not enough to
cover interest on loans, is the
sort of confusing information fed
to the public!™

“However, it is also sad and it has
to be said that Local Government, as the
custodian of essential services to the
public at large, have similarly and in
general dismally failed to ensure
continuity of well trained personnel,
including in the electricity utility, which
was always the business unit par
excellence of the Council and from
which sound business principles were
expected in order to balance the books.”

“This, among others, was the early
vision of NELF for a restructured indus-
try, which with time, so it seemed, was
systematically watered down in the pol-
itical and bureaucratic process to a
sudden huge non-event. What a total
waste of top management and scarce
human resource over twenty years!”

“Surely such can only happen in
government circles without
serious questions being asked.”
“In closing, to those left in
the municipal electrical
industry - including AMEU
News, and Max, - one can
i only commend vour stead-
’ fastness and willingness to

serve, whatever comes your
way.”

“Keep up the good work, lift up
your eye to the heavens and let us keep
on praying for a better day to come.”

JMWW
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GE Lucalox XO HPS Lamps

A Green alternative to Standard HPS
e Rated life up to 35 000 hours
e Upto 150 Im/W

e Up to 20% more lumens
than standard

e Approved for magnetic and
electronic control gear

e Restrike within 4 minutes,
improved starting

¢ More resistant to mains
fluctuations

ELECTRICAL PR ODUCTS

Distributors of quality electrical
brands throughout Africa.







