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Key drivers of change in Cape Town’s Energy System

Uncertain 
Trends

• Availability of electricity from 
Eskom

• Price trajectory and structure of 
Eskom electricity tariffs

• Cost and availability of 
embedded energy supply

• Total energy demand

• Proportion of customers receiving 
subsidised electricity

• Proportion of non-technical 
losses

• Market structure and governance 
arrangements

• Petroleum fuel and gas price and 
availability 

• International and local response 
to carbon intensity of Cape 
Town’s economy

Local 
Trends• Escalating energy cost and 

price volatility

• Load-shedding and Tx
constraints

• Increase in use of 
renewable energy

• Decentralising energy 
governance with 
increased private sector 
involvement

Global 
Trends

•Digitalisation

•Decentralistaion

•Decarbonisation

•Disruptive Technologies

•Democratisation



How the drivers of change are impacting the distribution system



Overview of the City of Cape Town’s Draft Energy Strategy



Energy Strategy’s Prioritisation Framework



Energy Strategy’s Prioritisation Framework



Framing the Draft Energy Strategy in the context of the National Just 

Energy Transition Framework



Conclusion

Key mechanisms used in the City of Cape Town’s Energy Strategy to address 

short term crises while navigating the longer term transition:

• The collaborative approach to its development across the City and with 

other key stakeholders

• By identifying and communicating both the predictable and uncertain 

trends that underlie the evidence base and assumptions upon which the 

Energy Strategy is developed along with a commitment to regularly assess 

these and update the Energy Strategy to ensure it stays relevant 

• By developing a prioritisation framework that aims to make decision-

making and trade-offs  more transparent to municipal leadership and the 

public

• Ensuring alignment with the national JET Frameworks in a way that is 

strategically aligned to City context and priorities



Thank you!
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